
I-011-001

Your comment has been noted. RUS anticipates that the CapX2020

Utilities would provide compensation in the form of a one-time easement

payment to property owners who host transmission lines.  Property

owners would retain ownership of the land and may continue to use the

land around transmission structures.  RUS anticipates that the

CapX2020 Utilities would work with property owners to negotiate

easement payments after the permitting process.  If agreement on terms

for an easement cannont be reached, the utilities can  submit the dispute

to the eminent domain process.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be available on the RUS

website at: http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.  Comments on

the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be solicited after its

publication.

 

I-011-002

Your comment has been noted.  Alternatives to the project will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
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I-011-003

Your comment has been noted.  Potential impacts to land use will be

addressed in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

 

 

I-011-004

Your comment has been noted.  Due to the transmission grid's

interconnected nature as well as to electricity's nature - it's generally

difficult to identify a specific source of electricity on the grid.

The proposed CapX2020 transmission lines will serve the region's

expected growth and help begin to meet Minnesota's Renewable Energy

Standard (RES), which requires utilities to deliver 25 percent of their

electricity from renewable sources by 2025 (Xcel Energy is mandated to

deliver 30 percent by 2020, with 25 percent from wind). Most of that

energy comes from wind turbines.
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I-011-005

The utilities are striving to provide the most up to date information in a

timely manner.  Project information is updated regularly on the project

website, www.capx2020.com.

 

I-011-006

Your comment has been noted.  The RUS does not have jurisdiction

over the State of Minnesota Certificate of Need evaluations or content of

those proceedings.

 

 

I-011-007

Your comment has been noted.  The Draft Environmental Impact

Statement will describe, in detail, project purpose and need.  The

justification document which has been accepted by the RUS is the

Alternative Evaluation study which is available at:

http://www.usda.gov/rus/water/ees/eis.htm.
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